
INTRODUCTION
The ETD gospel is amongst the primary agenda items for the Committee for higher education libraries in South Africa. 
The visit to SA (1996) by the Virginia Polytechnic ETD pioneer Prof. Ed. Fox sensitized the entire higher education library 
system of the importance of digitization. This innovative role of preserving Thesis and Dissertations came at a time when 
libraries were beginning to experience space problems, vandalism of the material by students coupled with escalating 
binding costs. UWC ETD database was established in 2005 after a series of workshops funded by UNESCO were held in 
South Africa. Their main aims were to roll –out the project to South Africa, Southern Africa and AAU institutions. 

BENEFITS 
The University of the Western Cape established its electronic Theses and Dissertation project in 2004. Significant 
progress has taken place since the project’s inception i.e.  Project marketing, usage statistics by university staff and 
other international researchers from several countries in the world. The success of the ETD implementation solely relies 
on effective consultations with staff in the library, researchers and faculties. This has been witnessed by the process 
followed by UWC before ETD implementation Tise (2005). 

As other institutions in the country are either running their ETD projects on E- prints, D- space, VT ETD DB and 
Greenstone platforms, UWC ETD is hosted on a locally developed software. To date the UWC has about 794 e-theses 
and dissertations titles on the ETD catalogue that is accessed by researchers from about 25 different countries on a 
daily basis with approximately 121 242 hits per month and 196977 downloads. To monitor the success of the database 
each electronic thesis and dissertation topic has a counter that assess each title hits, downloads and usage.
Research has shown that ETD’s – 

•	 Saves space 
•	 Maintains originality 
•	 Promote knowledge Sharing  
•	 Heighten the university profile 
•	 Save time, space and costs   
•	 Exposure  to e-publishing   
•	 Provide unlimited and simultaneous access to valuable resources 
•	 Reduce  research topic  duplication 
•	 Students can access the ETD catalogue in the library
•	 Other laboratories in the university    Fox (1998)

 

ALIGNMENT TO INSTITUTIONAL REPOSITORIES 
UWC is in the process of reviewing its institutional operation plan, 

•	 Alignment to institutional repositories: UWC is in the process of reviewing its institutional operation plan,
•	 The process include establishment of valuable working committee to look at the following : 
		  –	 Establishment of research excellence 
	 	 –	 Research Marketing strategy 
•	 It is through these working committees that UWC IR   policy will be developed , 
•	 Much as the existing ETD platform would  be beneficial for the implementation of the IR  project however 
institutional buy-in is still considered very important for the project sustainability , 
•	 IR project constitute the academic staff‘s research output (articles published on books, journals conference 
proceedings and research papers etc). The depositing of those articles on the IR platform must be mandatory. 
•	 Policy issues therefore must not be taken for granted  Park (2007) 

The Library, as the central research hub of the university, will be responsible for collecting the university Metadata and 
deposit on a central e-platform that will be accessible to all 7 Faculty staff and students. 

SOUTH AFRICAN / ETD / IR SCENARIO
Out of 23 Higher Education Institutions in South Africa, 10 have fully fledged ETD catalogues whilst the other three are in 
the implementation process.  Other institutions ETD status is as follows:

CONCLUSION
ETD project in South Africa is no longer taken as individual institutions responsibility, the country has reached a stage 
where collaboration efforts geared towards establishment of the country’s metadata is considered a primary focus .This 
national drive is being coordinated by the National Research Funds which is arranging a series of workshops for 
digitization across the research, information, library, museum and archives sector. It is anticipated that through these 
series of workshops South African Cultural and Research Metadata catalogue will be developed. With regard to higher 
education in South Africa it is assumed that by 2012 all the 23 institutions will be have a national SA ETD catalogue 
accessible internationally.  
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Institution  Software – Accessibility

Rhodes Eprints - Restricted
Free State VT ETD-DB – Unrestricted
Johannesburg VT ETD-DB – Unrestricted
Pretoria VT ETD-DB – Unrestricted
UNISA VT ETD-DB – Unrestricted

Western Cape  
Local software - Unrestricted  
Projects  ETD & AHERO
D- Space investigations are in process

Stellenbosch LOCKSSS – unrestricted

Witwatersrand  D Space migrated from VT ETD DB Restricted access for the first  
two years / Abstract only  

Cape Town D Space / Greenstone:Restricted access for the first two /
Abstracts only   

Durban University of 
Technology E prints- Unrestricted

Kwa Zulu Natal Eprints – Restricted access for the first two years / Abstract 
immediate access.
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WORKFLOW & NAVIGATION 
The project has been instrumental in enabling the university community to realize the value of digital repositories. There 
is now a growing demand for expansion of the project to institutional repositories. 

The university community is very confident that the library would be an ideal unit that could effectively drive institutional 
repositories for the entire university. The positive comments received on the ETD project have made the library to realize 
the need for digitizing the retrospective records submitted in print for the period before 2004. The IR project is 
coincidently arisen when the library is in the process of reviewing its journal collection with intentions to retain e- access 
only. Access to e- research will also be complimented by online journal accessibility.
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