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Objectives
Free dissemination of scientific knowledge 
contained in ETDs
Training for students on how to create 
documents for edissemination and
epreservation
Creation and promotion of a new model 
for the transmission of knowledge (form 
and economic model)
Network for exchange of information and 
tools
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Cyberthèses Members

Université de Montréal
Université Lumière Lyon 2
Universidad de Chile
Université de Genève

Fonds francophone des inforoutes
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498 programs – 110 masters and 71 doctorates

Medecine, sciences, social sciences and humanities, arts, …

Pilot project : 52 theses online 

Training sessions for students and communication plan 

Institutional policy on ETDs 

Voluntarily basis and department approach 

Faculty of graduate studies, information technology
services, libraries, school of information studies 



guylaine.beaudry@umontreal.ca
ETD 2001

Technical choices

Needs
Scalability
Canonical 
archives
Toward a new 
model for theses
Web 
dissemintation
Print on demand

Our choices
XML (Production 
and 
preservation)
HTML, XML and 
PDF 
(Dissemination)
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XML

Independence from proprietary formats
Preservation
Reuse of data

Independence from supports and 
environment

CD-ROM, Web, print on demand

Searching capabilities



guylaine.beaudry@umontreal.ca
ETD 2001

XML and PDF :
Why we need both?

PDF is the image of the « artefact »
PDF is a print on demand format, even 
if…
Link to the author intention
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XML

HTML

Word

Web

Production

PDF
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Our production process 
(theory)

Word Document

Word Document 
“styled”

Document SGML
TEI Lite DTD

PDF

HTML

XML
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Reality (Part 1)

Document Word

Word Document
“styled” RTF

XML Document
DTD “RTF”

Word

Word Omlet

SGML Document
TEI Lite

Omnimark
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Reality 
(Part 2 • Dissemination)

SGML Document
TEI Lite

XML and HTML
Documents

Omimark

World Wide Web

Word Document
(Created by student)

Distiller

PDF Document
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Evolution of the process

Complete transition to XML
XML authoring tools ??
Integration of ETDs in others 
information systems
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Network
Creation of a common tool box (production 
and dissemination)
Free distribution of ETDs

Metadata
Full text search engine

Preservation
Transfert of expertise and technologies
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Network architecture

Metadata

Outil de recherche

Taxonomy?

University Z
Theses

University Y
Theses

University X
Theses
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Metadata
Dublin Core
+ Four more elements specific to thesis
DC.Title
DC.Title.Alternative
DC.Creator.PersonalName
DC.Creator.CorporateName
DC.Creator.CorporateName.Address
DC.Description
DC.Subject
DC.Publisher.CorporateName
DC.Contributor.PersonalName
DC.Date.Accepted

DC.Type
DC.Format
DC.Identifier
DC.Source
DC.Language
DC.Rights
Cybertheses.Availability
Cybertheses.Faculty
Cybertheses.Department
Cybertheses.Jury.PersonalName
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Full text search engine

UltraSeek
Full text
Multi-format
Multi-sites
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CyberTesis
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http://www.cybertheses.org
http://www.cybertesis.cl


