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Abstract

Universities in developed countries have adopted the concept that compels students to
submit their thesis/Dissertations electronically using collaborative tools such as IR. Despite
the fact that most universities in Kenya, Egerton University included, have implemented
Institutional Repositories there is no evidence that they have fully adopted the concept of
online submission of Theses and Dissertations (ETDs). Most of these Universities offer aca-
demic programmes up to Master and PhD levels and therefore there exist huge opportunities
for ETDs technologies. This paper seeks to identify the challenges that have contributed to
non-adoption of ETDs for PhD students. The paper also seeks to explore and identify huge
opportunities that are available for implementation of ETDS. It is hope that the findings
of this paper will benefit the stakeholders, which include library, academic division, Fac-
ulty members and department of postgraduate studies as well as PhD students themselves
to understanding fully the concept of ETDs and the best approach of implementing them.
Barriers to implementation of ETDs will also be identified and suggestions offered on how
to overcome them. The study will use descriptive case study research design strategy. Pur-
posive sampling technique will used to identify the participants. The target population in
the study will be drawn from library staff, academic division, postgraduate office, faculty
members and ICT staff from Egerton University. Questionnaires will be used to collect data
from selected respondents. Descriptive statistics such as percentages, pie charts, graphs,
frequency tables will be used to analyze data.
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