
Legal and ethical aspects of ETD at the Lebanese

American University

Sawsan Habre∗1

1Lebanese American University (LAU) – Madame Curie Street; Koreitm; Beirut., Lebanon

Abstract

Students undertaking research at the Lebanese American University (LAU) are responsi-
ble of conducting their research in accordance with the ”Code of Ethical and Legal Conduct
of Research” prepared by the ”Office of Graduate Studies and Research”.
The purpose of my presentation is to observe to what extent the university, Faculty, stu-
dents and LAU libraries are complying with the above code specifically the ethical and legal
aspects of the Electronic Thesis and Dissertation.

The first part will analyse the standards, policies and procedures provided by LAU to ensure
the academic integrity and the related /associated practices in the conduct of research.

What environment is created to promote the legal and ethical aspects of ETD?

How do Faculty provide leadership, professional practices, mentoring and training to fos-
ter the culture of academic integrity and ethics in their students so that their thesis do not
breach or violate academic ethics?

What are the sanctions and measures imposed when violations interfere?

Who hold the copyright of the thesis, how does the university share students’ thesis and
what licenses are attached to them?

The second part will expose the responsibilities and commitments of students in conducting
their research particularly their practices in respecting academic integrity

Do students know their rights and responsibilities and do they abide by the rules and regu-
lations provided by the university regarding ethical and legal aspects/issues of ETD?

How do students deal with copyright in collecting and presenting data and using third party
copyrighted materials?

What to do to avoid plagiarism and not breach the ethics of research?

Do they know their rights when accepting publishing their thesis in LAU repository (LAUR)?

How are they respecting the values for the conduct of research particularly the protection of
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humans and animal care when they are involved in their research?

Questionnaires/surveys will be provided to both students and faculty to respond to the above
questions and upon the findings we will be able to evaluate the ethical and legal aspects of
ETD at LAU in order to correct and improve the practices and rectify the misconducts.
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