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Preservation in the digital age
A Moral and Legal Obligation
»» Deanna Marcum, Library of Congress
»» Thursday, June 11  2 p.m.–3 p.m.

In the print world, libraries have carried responsibility for 
preservation. In the digital world, the responsibilities grow to 
include moral and legal dimensions. As stewards of the intel-
lectual record, librarians must ensure that the valid, authentic 
digital record is sustained over time. Copyright law defines the 
rules for preserving digital materials; yet, those laws sometimes 
conflict with the library’s moral imperative. This paper discusses 
the conflicts and recommends actions for consideration by the 
library community
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This paper will explore the incidence and impact of ETD’s and 
Open Access in China and the broader region. The markets are 
very different from Europe and the Americas. A survey has been 
completed for this paper and the results will be presented. 

The presentation will reveal a picture of uneven development 
across the region. It will show great interest in these matters 
but uneven strategic commitment to this development at this 
particular time. The pressures on libraries in this region are dif-
ferent and the degree of collaboration is still emerging.


